
2015 WORLD YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS (WYC) 

At Cali, Colombia, July 15-19 

    

2015 U.S. WORLD YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP TRIALS 

At Benedictine University, Lisle, Illinois, June 30-July 1  
 

 

 

U.S. Trials Qualifying Information (a must-read) 

 
          The United States is the seven-time defending World Youth team champion. The U.S. Trials are scheduled in just 

under four months at Benedictine University in Lisle (Il.). The first two finishers in each event, provided they have met the 

IAAF World Youth championships standard, will be placed in a pool and the U.S. team will be selected from that pool. Since 

2001 there have been between 40 and 55 athletes selected, although in recent years the number has been between 40 and 43 

athletes.    

 

           The 2013 U.S. World Youth team was made up of 43 athletes. The USATF has fixed the size of recent teams at 

around 40, twenty of which are paid for by the IAAF. The general guideline that has been used in selecting the U.S. team has 

been a demonstrated ability to advance to the finals of the World Youth Championships. Those standards are much higher 

than the entry standards set by the IAAF. However, the tougher standards have resulted in between five and ten athletes, who 

have shown that ability to reach the World Youth Championship finals, not being selected. With the success of U. S. Youth-

age athletes (born in 1998 or 1999) at last year at the IAAF World Junior championship in Eugene, there is a high likelihood 

that additional well deserving athletes might not be selected. An example of the success selection method, 2013 World Youth 

Championships saw 19 of 20 girls selected for the U.S. team made WYC finals. Unless the size of the 2015 team is increased, 

there is a high likelihood that U.S. will again deny deserving athletes the invaluable experiences that can only be gained in 

competitions such as the WYC. 

       

           Perhaps the most important thing that athletes can do is to be sure to have a U.S. passport valid through 2015. You 

must have a passport with you when you participate in the U.S. World Youth trials. You will not be able to get a passport at 

the U.S. trials. Be sure to allow at least six weeks from the time that you apply for a passport until it is sent to you. You can 

apply for a passport through the Post Office. Getting a passport is a long-term investment. It is good for 10 years and there is 

every reason to believe that athletes with the talent to qualify for the World Youth Championships will have need of a 

passport multiple in the next 10 years. 

  

           A special note concerning the following events: 1,500 meters, 3,000 meters 2,000-meter steeplechase and 400-meter 

hurdles. All athletes must have a qualifying mark in these specific events to that meet the IAAF standards for entry into the 

World Youth Championships. You can not substitute 1,600, mile, 3,200, two-mile or 300-meter hurdles times to meet the 

IAAF standards. Because the distance standards are very tough, athletes are advised to compete in 1,500 and 3,000 races 

against college-open athletes. You can use times in those events to qualify. In the 100, 200, 100-meter hurdles and 110-meter 

hurdles plus the long jump and the triple jump, qualifying marks must be accompanied by wind readings of 2.0 meters per 

second or less. It should be noted that the hurdle heights at the U.S. Trials will be the heights at the WYC. The hurdle heights 

will be three inches shorter in the boys 110 and 400 hurdles and the girls 100 hurdles.  

 

         Although the World Youth Championships is an outdoor event, indoor marks may be used to qualify. However, the 

running events must take place on flat-floor tracks of 400 meters or less.  

 

         Here is the U.S.A. Track and Field website link for the U.S. Trials for the 2015 World Youth Championships. 

http://www.usatf.org/Events---Calendar/2015/World-Youth-Track---Field-Trials.aspx 

 

http://www.usatf.org/Events---Calendar/2015/World-Youth-Track---Field-Trials.aspx


      Here is a link to the 2013 U.S. Trials for the WYC that will give you an idea of what to expect in 2015. This includes 

results from the U.S. Trials in 2013. 

http://www.usatf.org/Events---Calendar/2013/World-Youth-Track---Field-Trials.aspx 

 

         Here is the IAAF website for the 2015 World Youth Championships. That also includes the results from the 2013 

World Youth Championships. When take comes up click on History for 2013 results. 

http://www.iaaf.org/competitions/iaaf-world-youth-championships  

 
 

http://www.usatf.org/Events---Calendar/2013/World-Youth-Track---Field-Trials.aspx
http://www.iaaf.org/competitions/iaaf-world-youth-championships

